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ABSTRACT

There are opportunities and threats to peace and security in South Asia related
to artificial intelligence. AI’s place in the military and the belief in AI'’s use for
peacebuilding are often considered mutually exclusive. This chapter reverses
that idea and shows that with effective governance of democratic institutions,
Al can support peacebuilding in South Asia. Based on the rational actor model,
the study explores three related dimensions to consider the possibilities for AI
to influence peacebuilding across the region. First, Al can support
peacebuilding that includes the enhancement of active mechanisms for the
prevention of conflict and the reconstruction of societies after the cessation of
conflict. Second, the technologies of AI can stop the occurrence of conflict
among nations through more refined intelligence, advanced early warning
systems of potential crises, and more effective crisis communication to prevent
the occurrence of conflict through misjudgments and misinterpretations. Third,
Al can enhance and support the processes of diplomatic negotiations and
confidence-building activities among the actors of the region. The chapter
argues that when Al is incorporated into democratic systems with the values of
transparency, the protection of human beings, and responsibility, it can be both
legitimate and effective.
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Introduction

The modern global order faces challenges due to rapidly expanding technology
and intensifying geopolitical competition. The impact of Al technology on the ways in
which states conduct diplomacy and balance their security threats and strategic interests
1s profound. South Asia, a region of nearly two billion people, with more than one
nuclear power, and with security concerns, historical rivalries and enmities, is in critical
positions to make choices about the ways in which AI will be mtegrated in its
governance and security’. These choices are not only of importance to the region. The
ways in which South Asian states choose to develop and use AI technologies will
impact the stability of the region and the lives of the many millions of people of India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sr1 Lanka and neighboring states, and will set important
precedents for the world. South Asia is a region where technology, democratic political
institutions, and security concerns intersect. The ability of South Asia to govern Al
technologies for the peace and security of the region will provide the rest of the world
with the ability to govern technologies for the peace and security of the world.

The implications of this study for modern society are numerous and complex.
First, regarding the combination of advanced forms of artificial intelligence with
security and defense systems, how might democratic societies retain control over
technologies that operate beyond the comprehension of humans regarding war and
peace?’ It is reasonable for citizens of a democratic society to want to know how their
governments build and implement Al systems that will determine the tools of war and
of diplomatic and security engagements. Al systems that work in the shadows erode
the democratic principles of informed and active participation in defense and security
decisions of a society. Second, the AI militarization 1s creating security dilemmas,
whereby states see their competitors gaining an advantage through technology and feel
the need to fast-track the development of Al to not be the least advanced®. In the
context of South Asia, this is even more unacceptable due to the historically rapid
technological competition between India and Pakistan that has led to military
confrontations. An Al arms race in South Asia will create an environment where the
misjudgment, malfunction, or misapprehension of Al will provoke an inevitable and
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disastrous escalation of a military crisis. Third, Al has the potential to actually improve
peace and governance in South Asia by addressing the challenges that South Asian
societies face*. The same technology that could create new military hegemony could
be used to conflict prevention mechanisms and diplomatic engagement and aid the
reconstruction of regions that are most affected by war. The way Al will be regulated
will determine whether this technology will create peace or provoke new conflicts.

Artificial intelligence (AI) consists of various methods of computing that allow
machines to perform functions that once solely belonged to the domain of human
cognition. A few of these methods include algorithms that allow a machine to learn and
improve based on experience, natural language processing (NLP) that allows machines
to understand and manipulate human language, computer vision that allows machines
to analyze and interpret visual data, and systems that are fully capable of making
autonomous decisions with little to no human input’. The opportunity that the
application of Al to peace and security concerns brings is unprecedented. Al systems
can analyze data and discern information light-years faster than the best human
analysts. The potential of Al technologies can be realized to measure and analyze the
complex and even abstract security predicaments and challenges that have resisted the
conventional means and methods of diplomacy and military intervention. The same
features and technologies of AI that make the systems potentially dangerous to the
security and safety of humanity can be applied to solve difficult security problems.
Choosing to develop Al systems can be dangerous. Al systems will amplify the biases
of their historical data®. Systems can be malfunctioning and be a tool for harm.
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